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MINIATURE EQUINE AND DRIVING TRIALS DIVISION - 2026 PRIZE BOOK 
SCOTIA SERIES OVERVIEW (Miniature Horse) 

● The Equestrian NS Scotia Series is a provincial circuit. 
● Athletes must be Equestrian NS Members to be eligible for Scotia Series Annual Awards. 
● Athletes from Nova Scotia competing in the Scotia Series live in one of the six Nova Scotia Districts. 
● Annual awards are presented at the Equestrian NS Awards Reception. The Sportsmanship Award for 

the junior athlete is awarded by nomination. 
● References to Athlete(s) throughout this handbook refer to the human athlete (competitor, driver, or 

handler). 

SCOTIA SERIES COMPETITION RULES and REGULATIONS 
In addition to the competition organizing committee’s requirements, there are also Equestrian NS 
requirements specific to Scotia Series. Competitors are responsible for knowing the Rules of the Scotia 
Series Competitions (https://horsenovascotia.ca/Scotia-Series) and for identifying which classes meet the 
criteria for Scotia Series Awards. 

1. Membership 
a. Current Equestrian NS membership is required to compete and qualify for Annual awards. 
b. Non-NS residents require an out of province P/TSO membership to be eligible to compete. 
c. Equestrian NS memberships can be verified online, or members must provide proof of membership. Out of Province 

members must provide proof of membership. 

2. Age Categories: where age is indicated the age is defined as of January 1st, 2025. 

3. Person Responsible: The person who signs the entry form is the person responsible for the welfare of the horse and for the actions 
of the support team of that entry. Junior competitors must have their entry form signed by the parent or legal guardian deemed 
responsible for said junior. 

4. Competitor Conduct: any act of discourtesy or disobedience by an owner, groom, athlete, coach, or family member to an official, 
COC member, other spectators, or competitors while at the competition, will disqualify the associated horse and competitor from 
competition. The COC has the right to remove anyone from the competition without being liable for compensation or damages. 

5. Protective Headgear: Although competition management may enforce a stricter helmet policy, all competitions must adhere to the 
following Equestrian NS Policy on Protective Headwear: Equestrian NS Helmet Policy: All Competitors must wear ASTM/SEI, or 
BSI/BS EN, approved protective headgear, with the safety harness correctly secured at all times while mounted or driving at the 
competition or anywhere on the competition grounds. Exception - Competitors 19 years old as of January 1st, competing in the 
Western Performance Division without an approved safety helmet must submit a signed Scotia Series Helmet Waiver to the 
competition organizer. 

6. Ring Numbers - issued by the competition office and must be worn at all times. This includes the competition arena and the 
schooling/warm up area. If at any time a horse is being handled by an individual, other than the competitor, the handler must be in 
possession of the ring number. 

7. Lunging of horses is permitted in a specified designated area only. Lunging is not permitted in any areas where horses are being 
ridden or driven. In any class or event requiring equipment, athletes MUST NOT use the competition’s equipment for practicing 
before the class or event begins, on penalty of disqualification. Participants may only use obstacles provided by the competition 
committee in the warmup ring. 

8. Mannerly stallions may be shown by SENIOR COMPETITORS ONLY. 

9. Falls 
a. An athlete is considered to have fallen when, either voluntarily or involuntarily, separation from the unfallen horse occurs in 

such a way that said athlete touches the ground or finds it necessary to seek support or assistance to regain a seated 
position. 

b. An athlete has fallen when vaulting or remounting to regain sitting astride the horse is required. 
c. A horse is considered to have fallen when at the same time both its shoulder and quarters have touched either the ground 

or the obstacle and the ground. 

 
10. Safety (in addition to discipline specific rules stated throughout this document) 

a. Competitors are responsible for knowing the method of reversing used during group classes. The competition committee 
shall indicate the method of reversing during group classes, whether it is to the inside or toward the wall. i.e. A proper 
competition ring reverse for most English Classes is to leave the track on a diagonal in the current direction and then half 
circle to the track in the new direction. The standard Western ring reverse is to turn to the inside of the ring. 

b. Appropriate apparel and footwear must be worn in the competition ring and warm up areas. 

11. Equine Medication Control - The Equestrian NS endorses Clean Sport for all equine activities. Clean Sport (competing without 
performance enhancing medications) will ensure fair play in competition while maintaining the welfare of the horse. The Nova Scotia 
Equestrian Federation reserves the right to introduce drug testing at Scotia Series, with the proviso that due notice will be given. It is 

 

https://horsenovascotia.ca/Scotia-Series


the Equestrian NS’s expectation that competitors will ensure their horse’s performance is not enhanced by means of prohibited 
substances. 

12. Equine Welfare -The Equestrian NS is dedicated to the humane treatment and welfare of horses. Cruel, abusive or inhumane 
treatment of a horse at any Equestrian NS Scotia Series event by any competitor, owner, coach, trainer or other person will not be 
tolerated anywhere on the competition grounds under any circumstances. A horse may compete in Under Saddle or Driving 
competitions only after July 1st of its two-year-old year. Horses entered in all events must be in good condition and must be 
serviceably sound. Final determination of a horse's suitability to continue is ultimately the judge’s decision. Unsoundness is defined 
as: 

a. Consistently observable at any gait under all circumstances. 
b. Marked nodding, hitching or shortened stride; or 
c. Minimal weight-bearing in motion and/or rest and inability to move. 
d. Any manifestation of pain, inability, disability, or deformity in the act of motion is considered unsoundness. 

Any competitor that may, in the opinion of officials and/or competition management, be considered riding at risk of injury to themselves, or 
their horse will be asked to withdraw from further competition. 

The welfare of the horse is paramount in our sport therefore the competition committee reserves the right to ask a horse to retire, either from 
a class or from the competition, in the event that it appears that it would not be productive for the horse to continue. This may be due to heat, 
unsoundness, or apparent over facing of the horse. In this event, entry fees for unused classes will be refunded by the office. 

Equestrian NS Helmet Policy: All Competitors must wear ASTM/SEI* approved protective headgear (or other FEI approved protective 
headgear) with the safety harness correctly secured at all times while mounted or driving at the competition or anywhere on the competition 
grounds. Helmets referring exclusively to the EN1384:2012 are excluded unless it is shown in conjunction with another accepted standard 
from the international list. 

*ASTM (American Society for Testing Materials)/SEI (Safety Equipment Institute, Inc.) 

Exception: Competitors 19 years of age and over as of January 1st, 2026 competing in the Western Performance Division without an 
approved safety helmet must submit a signed Scotia Series Helmet Waiver to the competition organizer. There will be no exemptions for any 
other classes/divisions. Individual Competitions can enforce stricter safety and helmet rules during their competitions which will take priority 
over the Equestrian NS Helmet policy. 

$3 Scotia Series Fee: this fee is charged per horse/rider combo when they enter at least 1 Scotia Series class 
(onetime $3 fee per horse/rider combo regardless of the number of classes entered) in each of the Mini Equine 
or Driving Trials sections. 

 
1. Miniature Horse - Adult Division 
Prizes: 1st: $25, 2nd: $20, 3rd: $15, 4th: $10, 5th: $5 
Scotia Series: 
1. Pleasure Driving Turnout 
A Pleasure Driving class in which entries are judged primarily on the performance and quality of each turnout. To be shown 
both ways of the arena at a walk, slow trot, working trot, and strong trot. To stand quietly and to rein back. To be judged: 40% 
on performance, manners, and way of going; 30% on the condition, fit, and appropriateness of harness/vehicle; 15% on 
neatness and appropriateness of attire; and 15% on overall impression. 

2. Pleasure Driving Working 
A Pleasure Driving class in which entries are judged primarily on the suitability of the horse to provide a pleasant drive. To be 
shown both ways of the arena at a walk, slow trot, working trot and strong trot. To stand quietly, both on the rail and while lined 
up, and to rein back. All entries chosen for a workout may be worked both ways of the arena at any gait requested by the 
judge and may be asked to execute appropriate tests. To be judged: 70% on performance, manners and way of going of the 
horse, 20% on the condition and fit of harness and vehicle, 10% on neatness of attire. 

3. Pleasure Driving Reinsmanship 
A Pleasure Driving class in which entries are judged primarily on the ability and skill of the driver. To be shown both ways of 
the ring at a walk, slow trot, working trot and strong trot. Drivers shall be required to rein back. All drivers chosen for a workout 
may be worked at any gait requested by the judge and may be asked to execute appropriate tests. Either the one- or 
two-handed method of driving is acceptable. Common to both methods, the elbows and arms should be close to the body with 
an allowing but steady hand enabling a consistent “feel” with the horse’s mouth. Drivers should not be penalized or rewarded 
for using one general style over another. To be judged: 75% on handling of reins and whip, control, posture, and overall 
impression of driver, 25% on the condition of harness and vehicle and neatness of attire. 

4. Obstacle Driving 
Timed event through a course of obstacles no faster than a strong trot. Performed in a 2-wheeled cart with a basket. 

5. Cones 
Timed event in the style of a cones course. Drivers are required to drive through a course of cones no faster than a strong trot. 

 
 



Open Classes: 
6. Roadster 
To be shown in a bike. Exhibitors are encouraged to wear colours (jackets and matching helmets/caps patterned after racing 
silks). Horses to perform at a jog trot, road gait and at a full extended drive-on trot. Judged on performance, speed, quality and 
manners. A horse that has not shown distinct gaits and smooth transitions should not be placed over a horse that has 
demonstrated greater ability but has had a minor or incidental break in gait. 

 
7. Jumping In Hand (Adult) 
Shown in halter over a course of jumps. Judged on faults. Knockdowns will add 4 faults each, refusals 4 faults each, crossing 
your own path 4 faults each. Causes of elimination - 3 refusals, off course or a fall by horse or handler. Youth may jump with 
their horses. In the event of a tie, a jump off will take place with raised jumps. 

 
8. Obstacle In Hand (Adult) 
Shown in halter over a course of obstacles. Horses should show a willingness to do the obstacles. The class will be judged like 
a trail class. 
 

Scotia Series: 
 

9. Pole Bending 
Timed event. Drivers are required to drive through a course of cones no faster than a strong trot. 
 

 

10. Barrel Racing 
Timed event. Drivers are required to drive through a clover leaf pattern no faster than a strong trot. 

 
 

2. Miniature Horse - Youth Division 
Prizes: 1st: $25, 2nd: $20, 3rd: $15, 4th: $10, 5th: $5 
Classes: 

 

1. Youth Pleasure Driving Working 
A Pleasure Driving class in which youth entries are judged primarily on the suitability of the horse to provide a pleasant drive. 
To be shown both ways of the arena at a walk, slow trot, working trot and strong trot. To stand quietly, both on the rail and 
while lined up, and to rein back. All entries chosen for a workout may be worked both ways of the arena at any gait requested 
by the judge and may be asked to execute appropriate tests. To be judged: 70% on performance, manners and way of going of 
the horse, 20% on the condition and fit of harness and vehicle, 10% on neatness of attire. 

 

2. Youth Obstacle In Hand 
Shown in halter over a course of obstacles. Horses should show a willingness to do the obstacles. The class will be judged like 
a trail class. 

 

3. Youth Jumping In Hand 
Shown in halter over a course of jumps. Judged on faults. Knockdowns will add 4 faults each, refusals 4 faults each, crossing 
your own path 4 faults each. Causes of elimination - 3 refusals, off course or a fall by horse or handler. Youth may jump with 
their horses. In the event of a tie, a jump off will take place with raised jumps. 

 

4. Youth Pole Bending In Hand 
Timed event. Handlers are required to lead horse through a course of cones at any gait. A 5 second penalty will be given for 
each disturbed obstacle. 

 

5. Youth Barrel Racing In Hand 
Timed event. Handlers are required to lead through a clover leaf pattern at any gait. A 5 second penalty will be given for each 
disturbed obstacle. 

 

6. Youth Ground Driving Obstacle 
Drivers will perform a simple obstacle course while ground driving. Not timed, placed on faults/points per obstacle at judge’s 
discretion. 



Scotia Series Open Arena Driving Trials 
Nancy Webster Pineo Memorial Driving Competition (Scotia Series) 
Open to all equines, all sizes. 
Prizes: 1st: $25, 2nd: $20, 3rd: $15, 4th: $10, 5th: $5 
Nancy Webster Pineo Memorial Driving Competition: 
OPEN ARENA DRIVING TRIALS DRESSAGE: The object of Dressage is the harmonious development of 
the physique and ability of the equine. To be judged on: 

• The freedom and regularity of the paces; 
• The harmony, lightness, and ease of movement; 
• The lightness of the forehand and the engagement of the hindquarters, originating in a lively 

impulsion; and 
• The acceptance of the bridle without tenseness or resistance. 

ADS Dressage Tests will be used at Scotia Series competitions and are available from the event organizer or 
can be downloaded from the ADS Website: www.americandrivingsociety.org. Scoring will be as indicated on 
the dressage test and converted to penalty points. 

 

1. SS Open ADT Dressage - Training 
2. SS Open ADT Dressage - Preliminary 

 
OPEN ARENA DRIVING TRIAL CONES 1 & 2: Timed event. The course shall be open for inspection by the 
athletes and trainers at an announced time prior to the start of the competition. At the discretion of the 
organizer, one setting for all competitors may be used. The setting will be based upon the largest track width 
vehicle entered plus 35 cm. Cone pairs are to be numbered with red and white markers placed on the cones 
themselves, unless marked following standard combined driving rules. The entry is considered to have 
passed through the obstacle when any part of the carriage passes between the cones. Whenever “no 
cantering” is imposed, a penalty of 5 seconds shall be assessed for intentional breaks per occurrence. 

 
3. SS Open ADT Cones 1 - Training 
4. SS Open ADT Cones 1 - Preliminary 
5. SS Open ADT Cones 2 - Training 
6. SS Open ADT Cones 2 - Preliminary 

 
OPEN ARENA DRIVING TRIAL OBSTACLE 1 & 2: Timed event. The course shall be open for 10 minutes 
for inspection by athletes and grooms before the start of the competition. Before starting the course the judge 
will signal with a whistle or bell. Timing will start as the nose of the horse crosses the entry gate or 60 
seconds after the signal, whichever occurs first. Timing will stop when the nose of the horse crosses the exit 
gate. Each element dislodged earns 5 penalty seconds. Exceeding the time limit in an obstacle (3 minutes) 
will result in Elimination. Failing to pass through entry or exit flags results in Elimination. Pace: -Training level 
is walk and trot only (intentionally cantering when not allowed - 5 second penalty) -Preliminary is walk and 
trot on the track and may canter in the obstacles. 

 
7. SS Open ADT Obstacle 1 - Training 
8. SS Open ADT Obstacle 1 - Preliminary 
9. SS Open ADT Obstacle 2 - Training 
10. SS Open ADT Obstacle 2 - Preliminary 

 

http://www.americandrivingsociety.org/
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