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2026 PHOTOGRAPHY PRIZE BOOK 
Annapolis Valley Exhibition - August 17–22, 2026 

ENTRY DEADLINE 

August 8, 2026 

All entries must be submitted online: https://www.assistexpo.ca/annapolis-valley-exhibition 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHOW – RULES & REGULATIONS 
This show is intended to exhibit amateur photography. 

Professional Photography is defined as an individual who earns 50–100% of their income from photography. 

IMPORTANT 2026 DATES 

• Entry Deadline: August 8, 2026 (online entries only)
• Photo Drop-Off:

o Wednesday, August 12, 2026 — 1:00 pm to 7:00 pm
o Thursday, August 13, 2026 — 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

• Judging: Sunday, August 16, 2026 (closed judging)
• Exhibition Week: August 17–22, 2026

PRIZE MONEY & SPECIAL PRIZES – PICK-UP 

Prize money and special prizes may be picked up from the Annapolis Valley Exhibition Office during 
Exhibition Week, August 19–22, 2026. 

Any prize money or special prizes not claimed by September 30, 2026, will be considered donations to 
the Annapolis Valley Exhibition. Photos can be picked up Sunday August 23, between 10 am and noon.

PHOTOGRAPHY ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

• Entry forms must be completed online only
• Entries must not have been previously shown at the Annapolis Valley Exhibition

https://www.assistexpo.ca/annapolis-valley-exhibition


• Photocopies and late entries will not be accepted 
• One entry per section per exhibitor 
• Maximum of four (4) entries per exhibitor 
• Junior exhibitors must state their age on the entry form 

Digitally altered photos must be accompanied by the original 4×6 photo and may only be entered in the 
designated category. 

A minimum of three (3) entries per category is required for judging unless otherwise determined by the judge. 
Where possible, entries may be reassigned to another category prior to judging. 

 

PHOTO SIZE & PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS (2026) 

• Photos must be 5×7 inches or 8×10 inches only 
• Photos must be matted on black matting only 

(black cardboard or black cardstock paper) 
• Matting must measure 1–2 inches on all sides 
• Frames are not permitted and will not be accepted 

Entries not meeting these presentation requirements will not be accepted. 

 

CORRECT PHOTO MATTING – VISUAL REFERENCE (2026) 

 
 

 

 

Correct Photo Matting Example (2026) 
5×7 or 8×10 photo • black matting only • 
1–2" border • no frames 

This visual guide is provided to help 
exhibitors ensure their photos meet 
presentation requirements prior to drop-
off. 

 



CLASS 47 – PHOTOGRAPHY 
Open to Colour, Black & White, and Digital Photography 

Photos are judged on composition, content, and overall quality. 

Prize Structure 

1st Place: $15 2nd Place: $10 3rd Place: $5 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY CATEGORIES 

1. Portrait – Adult or Child 
2. Landscape / Seascape / Waterscape 
3. Black & White – Any Subject 
4. Fauna (Animal) – Wildlife Only 
5. Domestic Animal or Pet 
6. Flora (Plants) – Wild or Domestic 
7. Humorous 
8. On the Farm 
9. Junior Photo (Ages 6–12) 
10. Junior Photo (Ages 13–17) 
11. Trail Cam Photo 
12. At the Ex! (Image must be taken at the 2024 or 2025 Exhibition) 
13. My Annapolis Valley (A photo that captures what the Annapolis Valley means to you. This may include 

people, places, landscapes, traditions, work, or moments that reflect your personal connection to the 
Valley.) Photos may be judged on composition, storytelling, and connection to the Annapolis Valley. 

 

��� 2026 FEATURED CATEGORY – SPECIAL CHALLENGE 

INSECTS 

Each year, a featured category encourages photographers to explore a focused theme in creative and 
thoughtful ways. 

Why Insects? 

Insects are essential to pollination, soil health, food production, and biodiversity, making them foundational 
to agriculture and rural ecosystems. From pollinators supporting crops to beneficial insects maintaining 
ecological balance, this category highlights the often-overlooked species that sustain rural life. 

Photographers are encouraged to capture insects in natural, agricultural, or human-altered environments, 
highlighting detail, behaviour, and connection to the land. 



Judge’s Note – Featured Category 

Judges will be looking for strong composition, clarity of subject, and storytelling, along with thoughtful 
observation and technical execution. Images that demonstrate a meaningful connection between insects and 
rural or ecological systems will stand out. 

 

SPECIAL AWARDS 

• Best in Show: $25 
• Fan Favourite: $25 
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