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LIGHT HORSE 

LIGHT HORSE COMMITTEE 

Karen Giffen-Balcom, Crystal Tattersall, Codi Cole, Megan Jackson, Charlsea Fiske, Alexa Main, Hanna Wenzel, Hillary 
McDonald 

2026 OFFICIALS 

Western/English Judge – Cara Jeffery, Hebron, NS  

Announcers – Phil Milo, Hilary Campbell, Morgan Langille 

ENTRY FEES 

All fees must accompany the online entry form. 

We accept cash, debit, credit, and e-transfer: manager@annapolisvalleyexhibition.com 

ENTRY IS NOT COMPLETE UNTIL ALL FEES ARE PAID IN FULL. 

 
OPEN LIGHT HORSE SHOW RULES 

1. All Junior/Youth mounted riders, 18 years & under as of January 1st of current year, MUST wear protective headgear. 

2. Proof of $1,000,000.00 insurance must be included with online entry. 

3. The Committee reserves the right to limit the number of entries. 

4. Please report to the Exhibition Office before stabling. No re-arranging stalls or stabling without consent. 

5. Stalls must be stripped of bedding and manure before leaving the grounds, so they are ready for the next exhibitor. 
Failure to clean the stall will result in a $50 stall cleaning fee. If the fee remains unpaid, the competitor will be ineligible 
to register for subsequent events hosted by the Annapolis Valley Exhibition. 

6. Health of Animals - It is advised that all entries should be up to date on vaccinations, including immunized against 
equine influenza and rhino within one year. It is suggested that this should have been done at least one month before 
the show in case of any reaction. Any animal which appears, in the opinion of the Exhibition Veterinarian, to be ill will be 
asked to leave the grounds. It is also advised that all entries be Coggins tested within the previous six months. Please 
consult your veterinarian if you are not sure. THIS IS NOT REQUIRED BUT HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. 

7. Refunds - Veterinarian certificate for horse, Doctor certificate for rider, for refund of entry fee within 2 weeks of show. 

8. Class Times - Owing to the length of the Horse Show Program no delays will be tolerated. All entries must enter the 
ring immediately when a class is called. When the gate is closed, no further entries will be admitted. 

9. Classes with less than 3 entries may be cancelled or combined with other classes at the discretion of the light horse 
committee. 

10. Vehicle Entry - All vehicles and trailers must enter through the West Gate unless other arrangements have been 
made with the manager. 

11. Horse Trailers - There will be no parking of livestock trailers on the Exhibition Grounds. Reserved parking for 
livestock trailers in the parking lot. 

12. Bedding - Exhibitors must bring their own. 

13. Cross-tying - No cross-tying of any animal in the barns. 

14. Show ring attire required for all classes (except costume class). 

15. Point Systems – For classes where points will accumulate for a division Champion, points will be awarded in the 
following manner: 1st – 7; 2nd – 5; 3rd – 4; 4th – 3; 5th – 2; 6th – 1. A competitor, horse/rider combination, will qualify 
only once per class. In the event of a tie for Champion, the exhibitor with the most 1st place ribbons will win. If there is 
still a tie, 2nd place ribbons will determine the champion. 

16. We request the name of your Coach if you are using their services at the competition. 

17. *NEW FOR 2026* A unique ring number will be assigned to each horse/rider pair. If a rider competes on different 
horses, they will need a different number for each horse, as per usual. If a horse has multiple riders, each rider will have 
their own ring number. 

mailto:manager@annapolisvalleyexhibition.com


THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS: 

 
2H Tack & Apparel 

Allen's Home Building Centre 

Angie's Family Restaurant 

Annapolis County 4-H Light Horse 

The Boutique at Crooked Creek 

Debbie's Tack Shack 

Fairway Insurance 

Gary & Codi Cole 

Karen Giffen Balcom, Jill Poole & Cindy Giffen (in Memory Ray & Sheila Giffen) 

Graves' Fresh Mart 

Greenhawk Halifax 

Hollow Brook Farm 

Lone Willow Farm 

Middleton Veterinary Services 

Liz & Phil Milo 

Morgan Bezanson - Royal Lepage 

Pleasant Ridge 

Rockin' Roan Tack & Apparel 

Schleese Saddlery Service Ltd. 

Sky Valley Farm / Valley Reining Horse Association 

T&C Agriculture 

Towzies Developments 

Triple Play Tax Services 

Valley Equine Vet 

Wallenstein Feed & Supply 

Whitman, Gerry 



Western 

Entry Fee: $5.00 / class 

Competitors must wear appropriate Western Attire 

Prizes: 1st: $50, 2nd: $40, 3rd: $30, 4th: $20, 5th: $10 

TRAIL: 

Prizes: 1st: $50, 2nd: $40, 3rd: $30, 4th: $20, 5th: $10 

To be shown over a course of obstacles. Judged on the performance of a safe, sensible, well-mannered horse. 

Note: Junior and Senior Trail will run as a combined class but will be pinned separately. 
 

1. JUNIOR TRAIL - sponsored by Fairway Insurance 

2. SENIOR TRAIL - sponsored by Fairway Insurance 

 

 

WESTERN PLEASURE: 

Prizes: 1st: $50, 2nd: $40, 3rd: $30, 4th: $20, 5th: $10 

Horses must work both ways of ring at all three gaits to demonstrate their ability with different leads. At the option of the judge, horses 
may be asked to extend the walk, jog or lope, one or both ways of the ring. Judge may ask all or just the top 12 horses to extend at 
the jog, however, never more than the top 12 horses may be asked to extend at the lope. Riders should sit at the extended jog. 
Horses are required to back easily and stand quietly. 

 

3. JUNIOR WESTERN PLEASURE #1 - sponsored by Fairway Insurance 

4. JUNIOR WESTERN PLEASURE #2 - sponsored by Fairway Insurance 

5. SENIOR WESTERN PLEASURE #1 - sponsored by Fairway Insurance 

6. SENIOR WESTERN PLEASURE #2 - sponsored by Fairway Insurance 

 

 

WESTERN HORSEMANSHIP: 

Ribbons/Award Only 

Riders will be judged on seat, hands, ability to control and show horse. Only one hand is to be used for reining and hand not to 
change. (In the event a horse is five years of age or younger and is shown with a snaffle bit or hackamore, it is legal for a rider to 
show with two hands on the reins.) Clothing must be neat, clean and appropriate to the western style of riding. Chaps are optional. 
Western tack must be used. Horse may be asked to walk, jog and lope both ways. Pattern at judge’s discretion. 

 

7. JUNIOR WESTERN HORSEMANSHIP - sponsored by Fairway Insurance 

8. SENIOR WESTERN HORSEMANSHIP - sponsored by Fairway Insurance 

 

 

REINING: 

Prizes: 1st: $50, 2nd: $40, 3rd: $30, 4th: $20, 5th: $10 

To follow a pattern consisting of spins, flying lead changes, rollbacks and sliding stops. Pattern posted 1 hour prior to class. Horse 
should be willfully guided with little or no apparent resistance and dictated to completely. Any movement on its own is considered a 
lack of control, therefore a fault. Bit rules to follow general performance rules. Riders do not need to drop bridle for Judge. Please jog 
in (if walk-in pattern) and jog out to save ring time. (Not Included in Overall Division Award) 

 

9. JUNIOR REINING - sponsored by Sky Valley Farm/Valley Reining  

10. SENIOR REINING - sponsored by Middleton Veterinary Services 

 

 

OPEN POLES AND BARRELS: 

Prizes: 1st: $50, 2nd: $40, 3rd: $30, 4th: $20, 5th: $10 

POLES: Rider may start right or left of the first pole, then run the remainder of the pattern accordingly. Disqualification will result from 
going off course or crossing the finish line before the course is completed. There is no division of horse & pony. Ponies will race with 
horses. 5 second penalty will be added to each knockdown. 

 

11. OPEN JUNIOR POLES – Allen’s Home Building Centre  

12. OPEN SENIOR POLES - sponsored by Middleton Veterinary Services 

BARRELS: Rider may start right or left of the first barrel, then run the remainder of the pattern accordingly. Disqualification will result 
from going off course or crossing the finish line before the course is completed. Ponies will run with the horses. 5 second penalty will 
be added for each knockdown. 

 



13. OPEN JUNIOR BARRELS – sponsored by Schleese Saddlery  

14. OPEN SENIOR BARRELS – sponsored by Schleese Saddlery 

 

 

RANCH RIDING: 

Prizes: 1st: $50, 2nd: $40, 3rd: $30, 4th: $20, 5th: $10 

Primary considerations are the horse's quality of movement and overall manners and responsiveness while performing the required 
maneuvers. The class should allow the horse to show its ability to work at a forward working speed while under the control of the 
rider. A horse being shown with light contact should be rewarded. Each horse will work individually, performing both required and 
optional maneuvers. Horses will follow a set pattern. 

 

15. JUNIOR RANCH RIDING - sponsored by Valley Equine Clinic  

16. SENIOR RANCH RIDING – sponsored by Morgan Bezanson Real Estate 

 

 

RANCH PLEASURE: 

Prizes: 1st: $50, 2nd: $40, 3rd: $30, 4th: $20, 5th: $10 

Judged on versatility, attitude and movement of a working horse. The class shows the animal’s ability to work at a forward, working 
speed while under control. Horses are required to perform the required movements which include the walk, trot, extended trot, lope, 
stop, and back. The horse’s performance should simulate a horse riding outside the confines of an arena and that of a working ranch 
horse. Light contact should be rewarded, and horse does not have to be shown on a full drape of reins. 

 

17. JUNIOR RANCH PLEASURE – sponsored by Schleese Saddlery  

18. SENIOR RANCH PLEASURE - sponsored by Morgan Bezanson Real Estate 

 

RANCH TRAIL: 

Prizes: 1st: $50, 2nd: $40, 3rd: $30, 4th: $20, 5th: $10 

Western entries must have legal equipment (ie bit). All obstacles will be as realistic as possible and designed to show a horse’s ability 
and willingness to perform several tasks that might be asked of him during a normal day of ranch work. Horse will be shown in all 
three gaits, with credit for performing gaits on correct lead and alert attitude. There will be at least 6 and a max of 14 obstacles. 
Mandatory obstacles include opening/closing gate; dismount; log drag. Other obstacles may include ground tie; putting on/removing 
slicker; bridge; riding over loop; roping dummy; back; sidepass. An exhibitor who does not complete the course cannot place over one 
who does. Pattern posted at least 1 hour prior (warmup ring). The ring will be open prior to the start of class for competitors to work 
around, but not over, obstacles. 

Note: Junior and Senior Ranch Trail will run as a combined class but will be pinned separately. 
 

19. JUNIOR RANCH TRAIL - sponsored by 2H Tack & Apparel 

20. SENIOR RANCH TRAIL - sponsored by 2H Tack & Apparel 
................................................................................................................................ 

JUNIOR WESTERN DIVISION CHAMPION / RESERVE – division sponsored by Fairway Insurance  
Classes 1, 3, 4, 7 

SENIOR WESTERN DIVISION CHAMPION / RESERVE - division sponsored by Fairway Insurance 
Classes 2, 5, 6, 8 

JUNIOR RANCH RIDING DIVISION CHAMPION / RESERVE 
Classes 15, 17, 19 

SENIOR RANCH RIDING CHAMPION / RESERVE- division sponsored by Morgan Bezanson Real Estate 
Classes 16, 18, 20 

 



English 

Entry Fee: $5.00 / class 

Competitors must wear appropriate English Attire. 

ENGLISH PLEASURE: 

Prizes: 1st: $50, 2nd: $40, 3rd: $30, 4th: $20, 5th: $10 

Shown at a flat-footed walk, normal trot and easy canter, not to gallop, medium to light contact, working both ways of ring, 
demonstrating ability at different leads, to back easily and stand quiet. 

 

21. JUNIOR ENGLISH PLEASURE #1 - sponsored by Schleese Saddlery 

22. JUNIOR ENGLISH PLEASURE #2 - sponsored by Schleese Saddlery 

23. SENIOR ENGLISH PLEASURE #1 – sponsored by Gerry Whitman  

24. SENIOR ENGLISH PLEASURE #2 – sponsored by Phil & Liz Milo  

 

ROAD HACK AND HUNTER HACK: 

Prizes: 1st: $50, 2nd: $40, 3rd: $30, 4th: $20, 5th: $10 

Horses to enter the ring at a walk, shown at a flat-footed walk with a reasonable loose rein, at a trot, strong trot and easy canter, may 
be asked to hand gallop (no more than 8 horses at time). Hunter Hack will consist of a flat portion and a pattern over two jumps. No 
combinations. Jumps may include cross-rails, verticals, and/or an oxer. Max height: Juniors (2ft); Seniors (2’3”) 

 

25. JUNIOR ROAD HACK - sponsored by Schleese Saddlery 

26. SENIOR ROAD HACK - sponsored by Schleese Saddlery 

27. JUNIOR HUNTER HACK – sponsored by Valley Equine Clinic 

28. SENIOR HUNTER HACK – sponsored by Valley Equine Clinic 

 

EQUITATION: 

Ribbons/Award Only 

Riders to be judged on seat, hands and ability to control horse/pony. Shown at a walk, trot and canter both ways of the ring. Patterns 
at judge’s discretion. 

 

29. JUNIOR ENGLISH EQUITATION - sponsored by Schleese Saddlery 

30. SENIOR ENGLISH EQUITATION - sponsored by Schleese Saddlery 
................................................................................................................................ 

JUNIOR ENGLISH DIVISION CHAMPION / RESERVE – division sponsored by Schleese Saddlery  
Classes 21, 22, 25, 27, 29 

SENIOR ENGLISH DIVISION CHAMPION / RESERVE - division sponsored by Schleese Saddlery 
Classes 23, 24, 26, 28, 30 

 

Youth English/Western Combined Classes 

Entry Fee: $5.00 / class 

Leadline Division  

Prizes: 1st: $25, 2nd: $20, 3rd: $15, 4th: $10, 5th: $5 

Open to children age 2 – 10 years who can sit independently in the saddle. To be led by a person age 14 or older. Rider may not 
enter other classes (other than costume class). To walk and trot/jog. Trail class may include walking over poles, backing through or 
weaving through obstacles, bridge, carrying object. 

 

31. LEADLINE PLEASURE – sponsored by Middleton Veterinary Services 

32. LEADLINE TRAIL – sponsored by Allen’s Home Building Centre 

33. LEADLINE DOWN AND BACK – sponsored by Allen’s Home Building Centre 

34. LEADLINE EGG AND SPOON – sponsored by Graves Freshmart  
 

35. LEADLINE BARRELS – sponsored by Allen’s Home Building Centre 

36. LEADLINE POLES – sponsored by Allen’s Home Building Centre 

 
  



Walk/Trot/Jog Division  

Prizes: 1st: $25, 2nd: $20, 3rd: $15, 4th: $10, 5th: $5 

Open to horses and ponies. Horse/rider combination are not eligible to compete in classes/divisions that require canter/lope. 
Trail class may include walking over poles, backing through or weaving through obstacles, bridge, carrying object. 

 

37. JUNIOR W/T/J PLEASURE - sponsored by Middleton Veterinary Services 

38. JUNIOR W/T/J TRAIL - sponsored by Angie’s Family Restaurant 

39. JUNIOR W/T/J DOWN AND BACK - sponsored by Angie’s Family Restaurant 

40. JUNIOR W/T/J EGG & SPOON – sponsored by Triple Play Tax Service  

41. JUNIOR W/T/J BARRELS – sponsored by Annapolis County 4-H Light Horse 

42. JUNIOR W/T/J POLES - sponsored by Angie’s Family Restaurant 
…............................................................................................................................. 

LEADLINE DIVISION CHAMPION / RESERVE – sponsored by Allen’s Home Building Centre 

JUNIOR W/T/J DIVISION CHAMPION / RESERVE – sponsored by Angie’s Family Restaurant  

 

 

Open English/Western Combined Classes 

Entry Fee: $5.00 / class 

Prizes: 1st: $50, 2nd: $40, 3rd: $30, 4th: $20, 5th: $10 

Classes: 

Command (English/Western): Entries eliminated one at a time at the judge’s discretion as commands are not executed correctly. 
Suggested commands: halt, lope/canter, trot/jog, reverse, rein back. 

 

43. JUNIOR COMMAND – sponsored by Lone Willow Farm  

44. SENIOR COMMAND – sponsored by Greenhawk Halifax  

 
Maiden Pleasure: Open to horses or ponies which have never won a 1st place ribbon in competitions up to the closing date of 
entries. Judged on manners, performance and quality. Class may be divided English and Western if enough entries permit. 

 

45. MAIDEN PLEASURE – sponsored by Pleasant Ridge  

 

 
OVER 35 PLEASURE (ENGLISH/WESTERN): Open to riders over 35 years of age. Judged on manners, performance and quality. 
Class may be divided English and Western if enough entries permit. 

 

46. OVER 35 PLEASURE – sponsored by Hollow Brook Farm  

 

 
BAREBACK DOLLAR – sponsored by Gary & Codi Cole  
Walk, trot/jog and canter/lope with paper under the rider's leg. Rider not to wear shorts or chaps. Elimination class. 

 

47. BAREBACK DOLLAR Prizes: 1st: $25, 2nd: $20, 3rd: $15, 4th: $10, 5th: $5 
 

 
COSTUME CLASS – sponsored by Annapolis County 4-H Light Horse  
Single or group entry (all ages). Judged 75% on originality of costume and 25% on presentation. Shown at a walk. 

 

48. COSTUME CLASS Prizes: 1st: $25, 2nd: $20, 3rd: $15, 4th: $10, 5th: $5 

 
BARNYARD JUMPER  Open to English and Western Competitors. All competitors must wear an approved helmet regardless of 
discipline. Barnyard attire encouraged. Course will consist of 6 to 10 barnyard themed jumping obstacles at a maximum height of 2’. 
Clean rounds will move to the jump off round. Placings determined by lowest faults and time. 

 

49. BARNYARD JUMPER 1 – sponsored by Towzies Developments  

50. BARNYARD JUMPER 2 – sponsored by Towzies Developments 



STALL DECORATING CONTEST: Show your Annapolis Valley spirit and decorate your stall for a chance to win some fabulous prizes! 
 

51. STALL DECORATING – sponsored by Karen Giffen Balcom, Cindy Giffen & Jill Poole (in Memory of 
Ray & Sheila Giffen)  

 

Stake Classes 

Entry Fee: $10.00 / class 

Prizes: 1st: $100, 2nd: $70, 3rd: $50, 4th: $20, 5th: $10 

Classes: 
 

52. VERSATILITY STAKE – sponsored by T&C Agriculture  

53. ENGLISH PLEASURE STAKE – sponsored by Lone Willow Farm  

54. WESTERN PLEASURE STAKE – sponsored by Debbie’s Tack Shack  

55. RANCH RIDING STAKE – sponsored by Rockin' Roan Tack & Apparel 

 

Liberty Groundwork 

Entry Fee: $5.00 / class 

Groundwork Division classes are designed to offer structured, measurable opportunities to pursue goals through timed and/or scored 
maneuvers and obstacles while values-based horsemanship, prioritizing the horse’s emotional and physical wellbeing. 

50% of points awarded will be based on The Judge’s subjective interpretation of Values Based Horsemanship and 50% of points 
awarded will be based on objectively observable and measurable/timed maneuvers and obstacles. 

● Values Based Horsemanship points can include: expression (horse and handler), appropriate use of equipment/tools, attentiveness 
to and acknowledgement of horse’s ‘try,’ appropriate application of pressure, appropriately timed release, ‘feel and timing.’ 

● Goal Based Horsemanship points can include: speed (speed of movement/speed of transition/speed of execution), precision, 
appropriate turnout/appointments, proper execution of obstacle/maneuver (loosely based on AQHA and ILHA rules) 

Prizes: 1st: $30, 2nd: $25, 3rd: $20, 4th: $15 

Classes: 

LIBERTY PATTERN CLASS: With their horse, competitors will perform a pattern (online or offline, handler choice) that may or may 
not involve the following maneuvers or combination of maneuvers: 

● walk/jog/lope or walk/trot/canter beside handler (specified right or left side) 

● walk/jog/lope on a circle 

● change of direction 

● sidepass/leg yield away and/or towards handler while stationary or while moving 

● backing up with handler stationary/backing up with handler moving 

● halt at specified marker(s) 

● fq yield/hq yield 
 

56. LIBERTY PATTERN CLASS – sponsored by Angie’s Family Restaurant  

 

 
LIBERTY OBSTACLE CLASS: With their horse, competitors will perform a pattern (online 12’ rope or offline close range, handler 
choice) that may or may not involve the following obstacles, maneuvers or combination of maneuvers and obstacles: 

● walk/jog/lope or walk/trot/canter to, over, or through 
specified obstacle(s) 

● over/halt in bridge(s) 

● sidepass over raised poles (away and or towards) 

● hq/fq yield on/around obstacle 

● pool noodles/tarp 

● flagground tie 

● back through 

● small (18” max) jump 

● send through gate/small space 

● carry (handler and/or horse) 

● teeter totter 

● water box 

● trailer load 
 

57. LIBERTY OBSTACLE CLASS – sponsored by Allen’s Home Building Centre  



 
LIBERTY FREESTYLE: With their horse, each competitor will have 90 seconds to execute a pattern either online or offline (handler’s 
choice), with or without music, to a pre-submitted pattern (that the judge will have for reference). Each freestyle pattern will contain 
the following maneuvers: 

● change in speed while backing up 

● minimum 3 circles at each gait 

● 3 changes of direction in each direction 
 

58. LIBERTY FREESTYLE CLASS – Valley Equine Clinic  

 

AV Ex Gymkhana 

Entry Fee: $30.00 / division 

Open to Junior and Senior competitors. Run orders will be randomly drawn and posted at least 1 hour prior to class. Should a 
competitor have more than one horse, a spacing of five horses will be between the competitor’s horses. Limit of 40 entrants in each of 
the first two runs. Saturday will consist of the 15 fastest times from Thursday and Friday. 

Horse/Rider CANNOT change combination (re Barrels & Poles). A competitor, horse/rider combination, qualifies only once per class. 

Prizes: 1st: $50, 2nd: $40, 3rd: $30, 4th: $20, 5th: $10 

Classes: 

BARRELS: Rider may start right or left of the first barrel, then run the remainder of the pattern accordingly. 
Disqualification will result from going off course or crossing the finish line before the course is complete. Ponies will run 
with the horses. 5 second penalty will be added for each knockdown. 

59A. AV BARRELS DIVISION - CLASSES 59-60 - sponsored by The Boutique at Crooked Creek 
The top 15 riders from Classes 59-60 will advance to the Poles Final. 

 
POLES: Rider may start right or left of the first pole, then run the remainder of the pattern accordingly. Disqualification 
will result from going off course or crossing the finish line before the course is complete. Ponies will run with the horses. 
5 second penalty will be added for each knockdown. 

61A. AV POLES DIVISION - CLASSES 61-62 - sponsored by The Boutique at Crooked Creek 
The top 15 riders from Classes 61-62 will advance to the Barrels Final. 

 
OVERALL DIVISION AWARDS – sponsored by The Boutique at Crooked Creek  

Champion and Reserve Champion Poles 

Champion and Reserve Champion Barrels 

Overall Champion and Reserve Champion Gymkhana (Must compete in both divisions to be eligible) 
 

 



MBRA POLES AND BARRELS 

This Event is for members of the Maritime Barrel Racing Association.  

Riders must provide their MBRA number on the entry form.  

For rules and regulations, please visit: https://maritimebarrelracing.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/pdfMBRA2025rules.pdf 

Entry Fee: $20.00 / class 

Prizes: 1st: $50, 2nd: $40, 3rd: $30, 4th: $20, 5th: $10 

 

BARRELS  

Rider may start right or left of the first barrel, then run the remainder of the pattern accordingly. Disqualification will result from going 
off course or crossing the finish line before the course is complete. Ponies will run with the horses. 5 second penalty will be added for 
each knockdown. 

 

63. MBRA BARRELS #1 

64. MBRA BARRELS #2 

65. MBRA BARRELS #3 

 

 

POLES - division sponsored by Fairway Insurance  

Rider may start right or left of the first pole, then run the remainder of the pattern accordingly. Disqualification will result from going off 
course or crossing the finish line before the course is complete. Ponies will run with the horses. 5 second penalty will be added for 
each knockdown. 

 

66. MBRA POLES #1 - sponsored by Fairway Insurance 

67. MBRA POLES #2 - sponsored by Fairway Insurance 

68. MBRA POLES #3 - sponsored by Fairway Insurance 

 

https://maritimebarrelracing.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/pdfMBRA2025rules.pdf

